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 Chan Mendy is the co-founder of Ida's Ideas Fashion Design 

Institute, established in 2018 as the first fashion design institute 

in The Gambia. 

The institute offers a two-and-a-half-year programme 

combining a certificate, a diploma and an internship with 

leading fashion companies, covering fashion design, 

illustration, garment making, computer-aided design and 

fashion entrepreneurship. 

Ida's Ideas has trained more than 500 aspiring designers, and 

85 per cent of its graduates have gone on to start their own 

fashion businesses. The institute champions gender equity in 

fashion education, is opening a second location in the West 

Coast Region and is extending training to communities beyond 

the Greater Banjul area. 

 


