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| ) -Tun1s1a statement
| Mr Chalrman Excellences lad1es and gentlemen

Tt is a great pleasure for me to part101pate in this m1n1ster1al roundtable here in

Geneva. This city and of conrse’ UNCTAD, feel like a $écond homic for me. _
‘With your permission, I would like to start with a few remarks about Tunisia's =~
o pohcy challenges with regard to 1nvestment in sustamable development and L

- what we are domg to address them

As many of you are aware over ‘the’ past four years smce the start of the‘

revolutlon Tunisia- has- been’ undergomg profound changes ‘that lncluded a

transformatlon from'a drctatorshrp to'a democtatic soclety Thrs transrtmn has - -
not been easy, and in the process ‘the economy weakened srgmﬁcantly, mamly
' because of public protest and workers stnkes But the good news is that a new..
'constrtut1on has been adopted early thls year and we wﬂl have parhamentary. -

: electlons at the end of next Week on 26th October

\. .-

B ,When the current Government took over earher thls year 1t had to face two'j-- '

brggest challenges stabrhty and securtty and the revrval of economrc recovery

Therefore one of our top pr1or1t1es 1s to set the stage for economlc recovery We o

began by puttlng m plaee a clear VISIOIl and a detarled nat1onal development e

: strategy The strategy put a lot of focus on the convergence between the__

Government and the prrvate sector to create a’ coherent eeonom1c and somah

model of development that focuses on mclusrve growth creatlon of productlve e

employment reductron of poverty, 1mprov1ng the l1v1ng standards of people and
_'deahng with- reg1onal dtsparltles The role of FDI to generate productlveg -

. capacity. to help us- achleve our 1nclu51ve growth agenda ‘_was at the heart of ¢ our’ |

o _' national. development strategy Improvements" in the ity
' 'stronger focus on sustamable development were also core elements 1n thrs' L

strategy

Last month we' orgamzed an- 1nternatlonal 1nvestment conference under the trtle -
art—up Democracy" that brought to gether more, than 300
ntries.  We drscussed_‘_ "our new__ o

| "Investlng in Tun1s1a:" |
potentlal mvestors from More than 730 :
_ econom1c strategy and a number of eoncrete mvestment projects L S

tment cl1mate and a




The development model that Tun131a followed unt1l recently, an export-orlented

| approach focused on the EU, has brought srgmﬁcant success in the past, ‘but has .

tun out of steam partrcularly durmg the financial crisis that h1t Europe in 2009.
The JObS it created often Involve unskﬂled personnel The 1ndustr1es it benefited

'tend to produce relatlvely Iow value—added goods and have not created the -

| 'exportrng enterprtses near log1strcal export zones (ports and alrports) has
: accentuated reglonal dlspanttes - S e

A core part of our new development strategy is to encourage enterprrses to

: produce and export goods and. servrces with hrgher value add1t1on to become -
more. mnovatrve and 1o penetrate new' rnarkets ~The strategy also 1nvolves_'

- bulldmg core. rndustnes around mches where we. thmk we have’ comparatlve

. advantages such as mformatmn and commumcatron technologles ‘and
automobrle industries.- We need to mOVe beyond the current ‘model of :

assemblmg products fot fore1gn companres and. become dlrect eXporters of

§ i"goods and services to a broader range of rnarkets A stronger economy with a
_ better export compet1t1veness can become: an__engme of growth and JOb creatlon

' in Tumsla, thereby fostermg econo c sustalnablhty

. overall’ mdustry-development arid will hay ;p051t1 . employment effects

8 1og1st1cal mﬁ‘astructure to chelop new markets and to reform our educatlon

' _sector Thls - together wrth a stronger focus on under—developed reg1ons and

support for. SMEs' 'wrll also help us to 1mprove socral Sustamabzlzty

i '-br1ght"“opportun1t1es It 1s a Welcomlng country where forelgners ﬁnd the
_ 'requlred cond1t1ons to 1nvest Investmg 1n TUn1s1a means benefrtmg 1n partrcular

of

, j _ r ther Tunrslan government 1s determmed to_
further 1mprove the busmess chmate to strengthen 1ndustr1a1 capac1t1es and

-pol1t1ca11y stab_le: and offers_ o




o The freedom to mvest and transfer the caprtal invested and the =
profits; ’ '

. A very Tavorable Investment Incentrves Code
D A skrlled and competent labor force

e two free trade zones in Bizerte, in the North of the country, and in - '
Zarzis, in the South; and '

.. A modern 1nfrastructure and means of communrcatron

The new 1nvestment law Whrch is currently under dlscussron “will- further _
improve the investment clrmate by opening up sectors, giving guarantees to
investors and providing further incentives in line -with our sustamable_
development objectives. We are tharkful for the technrcal assistance that we .
* received from UNCTAD in the preparation of the new law, which Has benefited
greatly from the prrncrples and gu1del1nes in the Investment Polrcy Framework E
. for Sustarnable Development (or IPFSD) |

We are conﬁdent that thrs huge. reforrn package wrll grve a boost to Tunrsra*
: economy and will i 1mprove our overall Macroeconomic performance in line Wrth
our sustainable development goals ' ' :

B Before concludmg, let me also comrnend UNCTAD for the hrgh quahty of ifs

 work in the area of i mvestment The annual World Investrnent Report is a "rnust _

-read” for mvestrnent polrcymakers around the world,

- T very much hope that dehberatlons of this ‘World Investment Forum Wlll be -
carried forward to pohcymakers around the globe and feed into ‘the three main
global events that will set the rules of the game — the ‘SDG- Summit in New |
York; the. Multllateral Summit on Flnanclng for Development in’ Addrs Ababa
and the Clrmate Change Conference in Parrs _ :

‘Let me conclude by saylng that I enjoyed our dlscussrons very much ancl that Ii-
am inspired by the sharing of so many. experrences and views from all of you. I
already. look forward to the next WIF in 2016 in Lima, ‘ '

Thank you very much




